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" If it be objected that the cure of souls is the office of Sacred Theology, the assertion is most true; but what is to prevent Moral Philosophy being received into the service of Theology as a prudent handmaid and faithful follower, to be ready, at her nod, to minister to all her requirements ?    For as it is said in the Psalm, that' The eyes of the handmaid look perpetually to the hands of her mistress/ and yet no doubt many things are left to the care and discretion of the handmaid; so ought Moral Philosophy in all things to conform to Theology, and hearken to its precepts, yet so as it may yield of itself, within its own limits, many sound and useful lessons."    The apologetic character of this passage, however, combined with the other considerations just urged, might justify us in arguing that Bacon was just on the point of detaching Ethics from Theology, but that the traditional teaching of his time was too strong for him.    Hobbes, who devoted far more special attention to the ultimate' grounds of moral and political ideas than * Bacon had done, was, I believe, the first English writer who treated Morals as an entirely distinct science.    Before the appearance of Hobbes' works, Grotius had already in his De Jure Belli et Pads (published in 1625)  adopted the same mode of treatment, and from Hobbes downwards it became almost a recognized principle amongst professed writers on Morals in England, however much their systems differed in other respects, to found them exclusively on the Cf Laws of Nature," the ff dictates of reason/' or the constitution of man. The Will of God ceased to be made the ultimate ground of moral obligation (except in a few instances, amongst which that of Locke is conspicuous), and the words of Revelation, if quoted at all, were quoted rather by way of illustration than of argument.    Nor was this the case with lay writers only. The systems of Cudworth, Clarke, Hutcheson, and Butler are as ff independent" as are those of Hobbes, Shaftesbury, and Hume.                                      ;
